
Setting-Up Your Rain 
Barrel at HomeBarrel at Home

Thanks to Clean Virginia Waterways for promoting ra in barrels in Virginia 
through generous contributions from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund 
and also for providing many of the following slides .
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To increase water pressure, 
create a raised platform: 

Bricks
Flag stone
Cinder blocksCinder blocks

Note: 
Water is heavy 
(1 gallon of fresh water = 8.34 lbs)



Cinder Blocks for More Height

The higher the barrel,

the higher the water pressure

…and it will be easier to fill your watering can       
or to attach a hose
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• Generally, you will need to cut an existing 

downspout in order to fit the rain barrel beneath it. 
This will require a hacksaw. Typically, the 
downspout is held against your building with two 
small metal straps, one near the top of the gutter small metal straps, one near the top of the gutter 
and another at the bottom. Because you are 
relocating the bottom several feet up, you will want 
to save the metal strap. If the metal strap or elbow 
at the bottom of your existing downspout cannot be 
reused (sometimes elbows are riveted to the old 
downspout), you might want to consider 
purchasing new ones.



Supplies & Tools

elbows
downspout straps

hacksaw

pliers

•Tools & supplies: hacksaw, pair of 
pliers, a couple of roofing nails or sheet 
metal screws, a hammer (for roofing 
nails) or drill (for sheet metal screws) 
and a pencil 
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• Because the elbow should 

empty water into the barrel 
through the screen, 
estimate where to cut the 
existing downspout and 
draw a line there with a 
pencil. pencil. 

• Keep in mind the existing 
downspout will slide inside 
of the elbow, taking away 
an inch or two of length. 



Strap the Downspout to Building
• Remove existing lower metal strap at bottom of 

downspout & place several inches above where 
you’re going to cut the downspout. Secure the strap 
with a couple of roofing nails or sheet metal 
screws. If you cannot attach it at this point, (not 
having room to maneuver the hacksaw can having room to maneuver the hacksaw can 
sometimes be a problem), have someone hold the 
downspout while you make the cut. 

• If you couldn’t attach the strap before making the 
cut, do so now…well above the cut so you can 
insert downspout into the elbow. 
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hacksaw



Fit Downspout Inside Elbow

• To fit the downspout inside of the elbow, use 
your pliers to bend in or crimp the edges of 
the downspout. (Be careful, the edge you just 
cut may be sharp.)

• Be sure to fit the downspout into the elbow, 
and not vice versa. 

• Slide barrel under the downspout.
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The elbow is re-attached to 
the downspout



Recommendation:

• During Winter Months
– Empty and disconnect your rain barrel to 

prevent damage from ice and freezing 
temperatures temperatures 

– Replace your downspout (if you kept the 
piece you cut during installation, reconnect it)


